Shores 1stuck in the mud no more
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Tod Dislly plays & guitar in the back yard of a friend’s new house in Redwood Shores, Redwood City’s booming baylront commurnily of waterfron homes and high-tach jobs.

M Silicon Valley north: San Mateo
County’s fastest-growing community.

BY HEIDI VAN ZANT
Merrury Hews Budf Wnter

Redwood Shores, San Mateo
County's community-in-waiting
for more than 20 ycars, waits no
more,

The Redwood Clty baylands
nelghborhood, geographically iso-
lated and still without many basic
convenlences, is the fastest-grow-
tng community In San Mateo
County, luring homeowners and
corporations who want some-
thing more cutting-edge than the
reglon's conventional suburbs.

“It's really Silicon Valley com-
ing north. Growth is where the
land lis, and we've got it," Red-
wood Clty planner Charles Jany
said of the |,485-acre community
Just south of Foster City.

With a thousand new water.
oriented houses soon to be con-
structed and some of the biggest
companies in the region building

million-square-foat corporate
campuses, Redwood Shaores defi-
nitely is not the traditional bed.
room community,

1t is home to such brand-name
corporations as Oracle, Sega of
Ametica, DHL, Adia Personnel
Services and Sony Electronics.
And with Oracle adding another
office tower, Electronic Arts
planning a high-rise and the
Westport, office park of 900,000
square feet now under construc.
tion, thousands more soon will be
working in Redwood Shores.

“When Electronic Arts occu-
ples their new world headquar-
ters, Redwood Shores will become
the software capital of the
world,” said Don Warren, presi-
dent of Redwood Shores Proper-
tes Inc., master devaloper of the
upscale enclave where some
20,000 people now live or work.

See COMMUNTTY, Page 28

Qracle employass exsrcise in 8 compa-
ny gym not far from Shores residences.

i@ Bair Island: 1,700 acres of
marshiands may be developed.

Bair Island, the huge parcel of open space Just
south of Redwood Shores, doesn't look like a battle
ground, but indeed it is,

The environmentsl community is intensifying ef-
forts 10 have the 1,700 acres of tidal and marsh-
lands protected from development and made part of

“the Don Edwards San Francisco Bay National Wild-
life Refuge,

The property owners, 4 Japanese company whose
subsidiary holding firm was the master developer of
Redwood Shores, has made no official announce-
ment of its plans for the property, but speculation is
that it wants to develop the portion of the site
closest tu the Bavahore Freeway

There's even u name for this proposed develop-
ment: South Shores

“South Shores will get built, but we really don‘t
have any plans right now, We're just focusing on
Redwood Shores,” said Don Warren, president of
Redwood Shores Properties Inc. The property is not
for sale, he said.

Worried that the opportunity will be lost to save
from development these wetlands that are home o
the endangered California clapper rail and aother

See BAIR ISLAND, Page 28



It’s been a long wait
for Redwood Shores
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Avenrding to projections by the
City;Coanmty Associuting of Gov-
crinents of San Maten County,
there will be morg job and house-

come Joba v affice purky near the
Bayshore Freeway und u range of
pew housing vat toward Sun
Fruncisco Ly,

There vre many pluces to buy
older homes on the Petdnsuls, but
oily simall puckets of sew devel

like Wed 1 Shores. The

Iwbd growth in Hed i Shwres
than anywhere else in Sin Mateo
County between now and HHA.
The population is projected at
LMK when the developrient bs
vomplete.

“The bayside is pretty much
bullt vut, und the cosstal ureus
have growth limits,” suid Lisa
Avzusd of the Sun Mareo Connty
Planning Department. That
lesves Hedwood Shores ay the
high-growth urea.

Fur many newcumers, it scems
Jike an ddeal pluce 1o work and

*live, with & buat dock an every
wxeculive's buck yurd and u lu-
grun vl euch wlfics window.

« For Shores old-timers, who
Jwve hud a lung wait fur the ser-
vives and convenlences that are
~tundurd In ather communities,
the boom I3 a blessing. Vhey are
Ainully on the verge of gutting
Alwir firse school, fire stution and
slwpping center.

The pace of development was
slow during the 1970 und 18803
wiwn Redwoud Shures ¢l d
uwnership and there was a duwn-
turn in comamiercial ond residen-
Ll cunstruction, but it hay quick-
vied congidderably in recent times,

Lagoon city

Hedwood Shores was created
vut of mud Dats frum the ground
up, with a 20{-aere, man-mede
laguun and connuectiong wilerways
ad fthe focal polnt. The plan all
atong hus been o build un en-
wuve with a balance of I|i|;h~l_||-

howusing ranges feasu refulively
alfurdalile rental ypartnents i
coliduminiums  priced wnder
$200,000 10 Cupe Cod-style huus-
es with picket fences In the
$350,000 range und swunky exce-
utive-style homes that near
STINL DX,

Teather Shotwell suid her fami.
Iy bought its four-bedrovm home
in Medwood Shores ufter a b of
thought and rescurch,

“We looked ull up and down
the Peninsuly but plcked here,”
she sald, “"The tree-lined pireets
In Burlingame are beuntiful but
expensive. You get more hounse
Tor your dollar here. We love it in
Hedwaod Shores — IUs very qui-
et, peuceful und sufe”

But the 10,600 residents and
13,000 workers still huve to go
elsewhere to gus up the cur, got u
halrent or buy a gift.

New homeswners, In particu-
lar, say they don't mind the In-
convenlence. They can wake up
to 8 view of egrets at wuter'y
edge or the sound of o quucking
duck, get in a noontime workout
st the trendy Pucific Athletic
Club and have dinner at the high-
rise Hlotel Sofiel.

"It's eusy living here,” sald
Thelma Furren, who moved u
month ago from Surstoga into a
villa-style wuterfront home with
a slute terruce leading to a newly
built owtdoor fireplace. She also
plans to build & buat dock,

Like the others in this Laguna

Redwood Shores

Al bulld-out 14.000]

hald

o Median h

Papulation Households
(1995 7894 (1558344
2000 9.635 {2000 ]4.1

77,438
{comparad with $53,244 lor San Malsa County}
W Madlan age: 38.4 {comparad wilh 36 8 lor

e ((

)

-..".i

1
&4

H
13

caster

Ealsliag servicas
Schools

Fira siations
Canvenience siores

-]

San Matsa County) S G
@ Housoholds thal moved there in fast live  S2108f Shaps
yuars: 56% Shoa repait stores 0
B Adulta over 25 with graduals or Holels 1
professlonal degrees: 17% Gas stallons 0
Sourcas: Azas MabaiDuast

MERCURY NEWS

Pointe neighborhood of upscale
homey, she und her husbund, Ge-
rurel, 4 Fuster City business exec-
utive, coudd have wlforded other
pricey netghburhoods in Sun Ma-,
tew and Sumia Clura countied.

Close to the airpornt

“But we wanted something
Rew. We've been Whrough ulb the
remodeling phases in the runch-
siyle houses we've owned. And
becuuse we travel a lot, we want-
ed 1o be close to Sun Francisco
International (Airport),” suid
Farren, whose sun Derck, 26, u
tennis professionul, slso made the
muve,

The new police chiel in Red-
wood City, Curlos Bolafes,
moved his family inte Redwood
Bhores after lvoking un the more
established west sude,

“There's nuthing else lke it on
the Peninsula. I've always lived
In un older home, but now we've
gat a bromd new ane,” Boladus

Environmentalists seek preservation of Bair Island marshlands

M BAIR ISLAND
Jrum Page 1B

vunishing species, a strung effurt is under way by
viwvizonmentaliats to huve (his lnd brought under

poblic ownership,

Penlnsuly representatives Anng Eshoo, D-Pula
Alu, sl Tom Lantos, D-San Mateo, recently asked
it Cotvgress set wside $ 10 milllug for the purchase
ul Hadr Istand by the U5, Fish and Wildlife Service.

v ble. Things are going

“Vhe
unr way,"” sakd

Rulph Nobles, founder of Friends of
ltedwond City, u gruup formed in 1982 thut stopped,
by referenduin, developrient of South Shures.
While the developer may belleve that sume of
Budr Islund cun be preserved and some can be devel-
uped, Nubley suid there is flawed logle in allowing
lunnes tu e built .near marshlands that ere the

least term, the peregrine fulcon, the brown pelican
and sult mursh hurvest mouse,
“You cualde't cantrul the invaslon of house pets

bles suid,

allowed.

Sun Carlos Alr
Prupertics,

labliat of endungered species such us the Californiu

and kids, The slighicat sctivity vould frighten this
wildtife. They woubd just ubandon their nests,” No-

The portlon of Dabr lslund known as Seith Shores
now s used by hikers, runners and bicyclists, and
Nubles said those actbvities stwould contionge to be

Buir Island is really three parcels: an outer sres
closest to the bay, much of which s in state and
federal ownership; & middle area between Cork-
screw Slough wnd Smith Slough thut ls mostly
awned by Scuth Shores Properties; and the proper-
ty clusest to Buyshore Freeway and just south of
part, also owned by South Shures

— Neidi Van Zant

said

Redwnod City Councliman Mutt
Leipzig, a lncul read estule agent,
said thut in reul estate circles,
Redwood Shores Is this year's
buoin tlown, 4 :

"It has an aura about §t; it's &
very hwt spot. People like the
newnesy, the highaech jobs, and

"that It's clean and well-planned,

There's no graffiti. It's the way
the rest of Redwoud City shoult
be," leipzig said.

While the newer residents are
enumured of the surroundingy,
those who have lived there o

Redwood Shores.

TIE REDWOOD SHORES STORY

Foliowing is & chronuiogy of sigrikcant evanis i tha develupment ol

B 1863: Lsska Proparies Inc. announcas plans to devetop a 4,000 acre
communily on Gaylands thal have bean annaxad to Redwood Cuy. -

1 chsirict to i

W 1864: Redwood City creates 8 g

milliogn wvisiors annuatly.

swinad.

Center, wins cily appraval.

and conwnarcial markels

veiop first school and

public works al Aadwood Shoses
IR 1968: Marina Warld Atrica USA opens thama park inat draws nearly 1

W 1969: First homaownsr Mmovas in.

W 1970: Lasks losas 52 5 mitiion, a major factor being that laderal autnue
les suspendad homa laan guaranieas pending study of eaftiquahe
salaty. Seismic-salary claaranca later 13Sued and loan program ra-

#1885 Baimont Schoot District and Aed

M 1873: Mobil Land Davelopmeni Corp. and its subsidiary, Redwood
Shores Inc., 1ake over the project. S| iled

M 1500: First larga-scals commaccial davelopment. Shores Business

master plan

B 1802: Volars reject plans to develop adjacont South Shoras.
W 1885: Marine World movas to Vallajo.

@ 1988: Oracia Corp. movas into new woild headguaners buil on loifer
Manna Woild proparty. Also, Mobila Land Davelopment Corp seils

. Recwood Shores assets to a joint veniure ol Firsd City Developinent
Carp. and KG Cawlornia Corp. (now he sols ownar).

M 1994: Construction pace picks up aher downturn i Bay Area housing

s

d City hira architect lo de-
to open i iha fal of

1887, City approves Westport of

W 1858: Redwood City Council &,
opan dn mid- 1997,
quake.

Redwood City Muyor Jim lan-
nett suld the city is working hard
1o add ity concerns.

number of years said it b
tiring to have wo leave the areu to
un your errandsy.

There is one convenlence mar-
ket and » dry cleuners, but most
aervices are found elsewhure.
Ground hus just been broken on a
120,000-square-foot  shopping
center with a Nub {0l Foods g-
permarket,

Because Redwood Shores Is on
& peningnly, resldents must cross
the freeway to get ta San Carlos,
Betmunt or downtown Hedwood
Ciy,

"} find it very inconvenient to
run most of my errands in Sun
Carlos and Belmont,” suid Carol
Ford, furmer president of Lhe
Hedwoud Shores llomeowners
Asaoviutlon, wha bas lived In
Hedwuod Shores for 17 yeary,

Wit b of mure concern to her
and wihers du thot lire service
comes from the Suuth County
Fire Authurity, which has o
cross freeway overpasscs that
could be damuged in an earth.

Traffic also is 3een us & major
issue. A rush-hour boteneck is
created each workday at the only
Iwo freeway access puinis inlo
Redwood Shores, at Holly Street
In San Curlos and Ralston Avenue
in Belmont,

*Tralfic is the No. | issue they
face. It's certainly an fssue thut
can be sulved, but it's going to be
expensive,” said Dendse de Ville,
president of the San Matww Coun
ty Econumic Development Associ-
atloe.

Warren of Redwaed Shores
Properties Inc. said congestion
would be greatly reduced by the
widening of the Buyshore Free-
way frum the Suntu Clara Coumty
burder up o Highway 92 in San
Muteo. The project has been de-
layed by cutbucks in highway
funding.

He also supports bullding an
east side expressway south Ly
Red i City, a proposul that is

Eanter, proj
flice patk on lormear dump site

83 fisi (e station, sat 1o open by

January 1958, ground brokan for lirst shopping center, projected to

Source. Raporung by Med Van 2

highty controveesiul bevanse of
environmental converns

Warren hus been assuciated
with Redwood Shores since 1471
and seen It through some long
and troubling perivds of Leyon il
problems, downturns in the vom-
mercial and bonsing aackels umd
sevond-guesing abuout whellier o
small city ever could be talt on
thuese former mud fQues.

With the exception of Fuster
City, another planned cunuinu
that I3 ulder and mure resid
charucter thun  lted
Shores, Lhe sther suliibs of
Muteo County — like P
Millurae, Belmont and San Carlus
= are more traditional, guiv
places to live, not warld-clasy pib
centers. -

Much af the housing tn SunMy.
tea County wus buill during the
pust-World War Il buwa yaeurs,
when Sun Franclsco lnteenulinaul
Alrport Lecani: o mujor employer
and the electromicy industey on
the Peninsuly was bueg:uning, s
cording to Miteh Pusiel, eacoutive
direvtor of the Sun Muateo Connty
Historical Soclety,




