School of its own for Redwood Shores

By Tyler Cunningham
STAFF WRITER

REDWOOD CITY — A new elemen-
tary school for Redwood Shores resi-
dents should be apen by the 1997 sehiool
year, just in time (0 save a crowded Hel-
mont Elementary District from bursting
at the seams

Plans for the Sandpiper Elementany
School have been solidificd, and the dis-
trict s currently accepling bids from po.
tential builders, Meanwhile, plnns for
two related projects — a communite
center and soccer and baseball fields
— are nearing completion.

That's gond news for 2 Belmont ele-
mentary district that is trving 10 cope
with a growing population while re-
ducing class sizes,

“Given the fact that we've had tn use
a shoehiorn 1o get kids into classreoms
this year, It's safe 1o say this s a wel
come project,” district Business Man-
ager Jeff Keuscher said.

The Sandpiper
| project, which will
m’ be built on an [I-
acre plot of land
along Redwood
Shores Parkway, is
a collaboration be-
tween Redwood City
and the Belmont
School District. The
city owns the land,
and will lease a porion to the district.

The district will pay approximately
$6 million te build 16 classroums,
which wiil be construeted in two phases.
Phase one, which will accommadate 250
students, will be open in 1997, The dis-
trict still lusn't set a completion date for
phase nwn. which would boost the
schook's capacity Lo 405,

The ity hopes (o fund the school by
issuing cenificates of participation, a
bond-like financing method that poses
no risk to Laxpavers, Keuscher said. The
districl is considering a general obliga-
tion bomd measute to provide the
$1.25 million or $1.5 million needed
for phase two.

The city amd the district will split the
cost of o cotinunity center that will he
used as a nubipurpese room for stu-
dents during the day and a community
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meting place at night.

Finally, the city plans 10 Janick-

seape and huild two sports felds
for basehall and soccer. Since
Hens Tor the balfichls and (he
community center are nol yel
final, planners cannel cile a cust,
" The school district hasn't yet
determined which grades will be
Tewsed in the new schouol, and
probably won't make that decision
until It has a better iden of next
year's enrollment figures,
Keuscher said.

The new school is seen o o vie-
tory for many Shores paronts, wh
have fought Tong and hard 10 win
their own sehaol.

“I's abowt time this hap-
b pened,” said parent Uta Doosrsely,

Many residems said (hoy wore
crushied when the district sold a
pareed of land along Dory Lane
that residents considered an deal
she,

Parine Fowler said shie's been
walting for 30 vears fur a neigh-
. horkood schou! in the Shores. She
is the parent of 8-year-old twins,
and said the school will slice about
# hall-hour commute off her day,
and will allow her children to visit
the school and playground aler
hours.

“There are parems who were
raised in o this  peighborhood,
whose parents had hoped there
waould be a neighborhood school,™

- she said, “The promise has been
there for a long time, and there's
Just nu reason we shonldn’t have
our own schoo] .

The wew  school will Lelp
strviee one of the fastest-growing
sites in the distnet. The Shores
population i expected o rocket
Irom 9000 to an estimated
1000 B the year 2000,

The carrent plan features:

> An endlosed  kindergarten
eomplete with ts own playpround.

> A communtty center with g
stage, child-care facilities, n wen
room aued a number of conference
FIMINS,

The new school should alse
Ly Shores residents gain n new.
fnnd sense of conmuity, Hed-
wood  City Director of ks,
Tteerention and Community Serv-
ires Peter Griffiths said.

I think the whole prject is
somnething the community needs,”
he said. “Not only for its children

“but also in terms of showing tha
‘the  city  recognizes  Hedwoed
Shores, providing  seme  public
support.”




